MR in patients with pacemakers and ICDs: Defining the issues.
There has been great controversy related to performance of magnetic resonance imaging in patients with pacemakers and implantable cardiac defibrillators. Recent questions have been raised regarding whether contraindications are absolute or relative. Although there are theoretical as well as documented issues relating to device malfunction, data suggest that scanning patients with devices may be feasible when important clinical questions need to be addressed by following strict guidelines. Advanced knowledge and understanding of electrophysiologic as well as magnetic resonance imaging-related issues, and a multidisciplinary, collaborative approach is required to further define the role of MR in patients with pacemakers and implantable cardiac defibrillators.